34 Butler Street 
1850 
Ellen Peck & Levi Hutchinson 


Victorian 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. 


1880 Ellen Hutchinson 34 Butler Street Victorian 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. Sketch 


1850 current owner: Violet Buteau and Virginia Devivo 


Genealogy 


Ellen M. Peck Hutchinson was born in 1849, the daughter of Cornelius Peck. 
She married Levi Hutchinson (1832-1913), a mechanic, and they had one child: 
Walter (1871-1935) . They were married 40 years. She resided at 453 High 
Road. She died in 1939 at age 89 and is buried in the South Burying Ground. 
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"T 1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 


Ellen M. Hutchinson House 


2. TOWN CITY VILLAGE COUNTY 
Berlin lartford 
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9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


Wood frame DD Post and beam ia balloon 


Load bearing masonry a} Structural iron or steel 


ie) Other (Specify) 
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{x} Gable ‘a Flot | Mansord O Monitor 0 sowtooth 
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(Material) 
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Oo Wood Shingle Aspholt | Tin DO Slate (x) Goble end to the street 
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15. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


) Open land yeed: k) Residential Ly) Scattered buildings visible from site 
dus- 
[i Commerciol lndus (0 Rural i) High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF GUILDING AN URROUNDING 


The better-preserved of two similar houses on Butler Street. 


17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interion and/or exterior) 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


The Ellen M. Hutchinson House has a three-bay facade with a left 
entry and a two-bay right gabled wall dormer. The entry is protected 
by a one-story shallow-roofed porch which wraps around the left 
corner to meet a two-and-one-half story semi-ogtagonal gabled 

ell with an additional entry. The porch has square chamfered posts 
and pilasters, diamond-pointed panels at rail level, jigsawn post 
brackets, and a valence with sunburst cut-outs. There is no rail. 
Windows have narrow molded surrounds and.are fitted with 2-over-2 
sash. The steeply-pitched front and left gables feature pointed- 
arch attic lights, wide overhanging eaves, exposed diamond-pointed 
purlins on jigsawn brackets, chamfered gable bracing, exposed 
rafters with rounded ends, and a chamfered face rafter. To the 
rear are several gabled extensions. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 


PHOTO SOURCES 
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Despite the loss of the porch rail and the addition of modern siding, 
the Ellen M. Hutchinson House is significant as a good example of a 
Victorian Vernacular house, a type of dwelling characterized by the 
exuberant wocd decoration made affordable by 19th-century advances 
in woodworking technology. The sunburst porch valence and the 
elaborate gable decoration are typical of the Victorian Vernacular. 
The relatively steep gable peaks and pointed-arched attic windows 
show the influence of the contemporaneous Gothic Revival Style. 


The early or original occupant of this house was Ellem M. Hutchinson, 
who purchased the site from Samuel A. and Janis Flagg in 1874. There 
were a number of buildings on the lot at the time, including a match 
factory which was to be removed by the Flaggs. This house was probably 
built by Ellen Nutchinson shortly after the sale. In 1880, Hutchinson 
was 31 and listed herself as the wife of a mechanic. (continued) 
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Ellen M. Hutchinson House 
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(continued) : 


She owned this house until her death in the 1930s. 


Town of Berlin, CT 


Property Listing Report Map Block Lot 30-1-17-25 Account 1058220 


Valuation Summary —_ (Assessed value = 70% of Appraised Value) Sub Areas 
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Description 
Barn 1 Sty wiLoft 
Shed Wd Res 


Shed Wd Res 


Sales History 
Owner of Record Book/ Page Sale Date Sale Price 
BUTEAU VIOLET & DEVIVO VIRGINIA 347/146 7/20/1993 0 
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Primary Construction Details 
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Interior Floors 2 
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Fin Basement Class 


